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PREREQUISITI
Students should be able to understand the main ideas of complex texts on both
concrete and abstract topics, including technical discussions in their field of
specialization; interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes
regular interaction with native speakers quite possible without strain for either
party; produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a
viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various
options.
RISULTATI DI APPRENDIMENTO ATTESI Knowledge and Understanding
Students will learn the linguistic competences necessary to analyse specialized
texts in the field of International Relations. Special emphasis will be given to
terminology and the proper use of linguistic features characterizing the language
of politics.
Applying Knowledge and Understanding
Students will apply their knowledge of Discourse Analysis to analyse specialised
texts and elaborate papers and original research. In particular, they will be able
to identify the linguistic features characterising special texts that will be selected
during the course.
Making Judgements
Students will learn to use methodologies and tools of Discourse Analysis
necessary to analyse
specialized texts in the fields of International Relations. They will be able to
make their own judgments about linguistic peculiarities of specialized texts.
Communication Skills
Students will be able to present case studies based on relevant literature of
Discourse Analysis and Critical Discourse Analysis. They will be able to
communicate knowledge and their research results using specialized language
and appropriate terminology.
Learning Skills
Students will be able to select, analyse paragraphs taken from specialsed texts
in the field of international relations and
global political system. They will produce a final thesis on a specific topic
selected during the course.
VALUTAZIONE DELL'APPRENDIMENTO WRITTEN TEST
The written test consists of a verb completion, reading comprehension passages
and a multiple choice grammar test.
It takes 50 minutes and the minimum score required to pass and take the oral
part is 60/100.
ORAL TEST
Students will produce a final thesis on a specific topic selected during the
course. During the oral part they will present the results of their research based
on relevant literature of Discourse Analysis and Critical Discourse Analysis.
They will be able to communicate knowledge and understanding in a fluent and
confident way by using specialized language and the referring terminology.
Candidates are tested according to the level of their knowledge and fluency and
receive an assessment out of thirty as final grade (the pass mark is 18/30).
OBIETTIVI FORMATIVI

The aim of this course is to develop the linguistic competences necessary to
analyse specialised texts in the fields of International Relations. Discourse
Analysis and Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) will help students to assess the
consequences of proper/improper use of specialised language in the fields of
law and policy-making. In writing, students will be able to use the conventions of
the communicative task to hold the target reader’s attention and communicate
straightforward ideas. Students who successfully pass the final exam will get a
B2-plus Level in English Language.

ORGANIZZAZIONE DELLA DIDATTICA

Lectures, seminars, presentation of case studies

TESTI CONSIGLIATI

Ardizzone P. 2009. Political Discourse as Culture and Ideology. Ila Palma.
Faricolugh Norman, 1993. Discourse and Social Change. Cambridge
Dictionaries
(bilingual) Il Nuovo Ragazzini Dizionario Inglese/Italiano – Italiano/Inglese.
Zanichelli
(monolingual) Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary

PROGRAMMA
ORE

Lezioni

2

Basic information about the course

15

Discourse Analysis and Critical Discourse Analysis – Theory and Principles

10

Linguistic analysis and translation of specialised texts – Selection of topics

ORE
15

Esercitazioni
Linguistic analysis of a corpus of specialized texts

